FOR MORE INFORMATION

EPA Community Involvement Coordinator
Stephanie Y. Brown,
(205) 326-8640 or (877) 718-3752
or email Brown.StephanieY@.epa.gov

EPA Community Outreach Office
1820 7th Avenue North, Suite 100
Birmingham, AL 35203
205-326-8640 (leave message)
http://epa.gov/northbhamproject/

Information Repositories
Harriman Park Recreational Center
4347 F.L. Shuttlesworth Drive
Birmingham, AL 35207

North Birmingham Public Library
2501 31st Avenue North
Birmingham, AL 35207
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INTRODUCTION bli . heduled
This fact sheet provides an update on the activities the U.S. Public meetlng scheduile

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Region 4 Superfund A public meeting to share what EPA found during sampling
Program has been conducting at the 35th Avenue Superfund  EREYGTVIT=131e RioXe (e ELR A R Rt LR Lo R R A N
Site (Site) in Birmingham, Alabama. The Site encompasses Superfund Site has been scheduled.

portions of three neighborhoods — Collegeville, Fairmont,
and Harriman Park located in northern Birmingham,
Jefferson County. Five-Mile Creek and the drainage ditch that
receives runoff from the former chemical plant area of the
Walter Coke (WCQ) facility and runs through Harriman Park are
being evaluated separately by EPA. Several industrial facilities
are located in the communities that comprise the Site. The
Collegeville, Fairmont, and Harriman Park communities
surround the WC facility, which is located at 3500 35th

Ave N in Birmingham. To the south of the WC facility is the
Collegeville Neighborhood; to the east is the Harriman Park Neighborhood; and to the west is the Fairmont Neighborhood. There
are or have been other coke manufacturing facilities, foundries, chemical plants and other industrial facilities in the area that may
also be responsible for releases of hazardous substance that are impacting residential properties.

Thursday, December 12, 2012 at 6:00 p.m.

Hudson K-8 School
3300 FL Shuttlesworth Drive

For questions or more information about the meeting, contact
Stephanie Brown (contact information is on the back).

The following sections provide an update of the activities at the Site since October 2012. Page 2 provides a table that summarizes
the outreach and sampling activities to date. Page 3 shows a figure of the sampling area.

OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

EPA opened a community outreach office in downtown
Birmingham (see address on the back) and from October
2012 until May 2013, EPA had staff onsite to work with the
communities to obtain access agreements and answer
questions from residents and others interested in the Site.
The office remains open but is not continuously staffed.
Residents can call the outreach office at 205-326-8640; if
no one is available, please leave a voicemail for EPA. The
voicemail is monitored on a daily basis.

Beginning in October 2012 with a public meeting
announcing the start of Superfund activities in the
Collegeville, Fairmont and Harriman Park neighborhoods,
EPA conducted outreach efforts to obtain signed access
agreements from 2,048 property owners in these
neighborhoods. With the help of the neighborhood
associations and the City of Birmingham, EPA was able to
obtain 1,188 signed access agreements (see Page 2 for a summary).

ACCESS PERIOD

Initially, EPA established a 90-day Access Period to obtain signed access agreements. The purpose of the Access Period was to
provide property owners and tenants whose properties had been identified for sampling an opportunity to sign and return

access agreements to allow sampling of their properties. The 90-day Access Period began on October 15,2012 and continued
until January 15, 2013. Because of the number of vacant properties and challenges with obtaining signed access agreements,

EPA extended the Access Period twice; the final date was May 15, 2013. Several activities took place during this period including
public meetings, small group informational meetings within each neighborhood, distributing Access Agreements and sampling of
properties.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Superfund Division Director Franklin Hill listens to concerns from a
community member.



35th Avenue Superfund Site
SAMPLING ACTIVITIES

From November 2012 until June 2013, EPA collected samples including: (1) surface soil from residential properties and churches;
(2) sediment and surface water in distinct drainage pathways located on residential properties, as deemed appropriate by EPA;
and (3) surface soil, sediment, and surface water on the WC property and (4) in and along the banks and drainage areas of the
ditch that flows through Harriman Park. The samples were analyzed for semi-volatile organic compounds that include polycyclic
aromatic hydrocarbons, or PAHs and metals. A limited number of samples were also analyzed for PCBs. All samples were collected
and analyzed in accordance with an EPA-developed quality assurance project plan.

SAMPLING RESULTS

Sampling results were mailed to property owners and tenants as the results were received from the laboratory.

Sampling Assessment Update

Residents were encouraged to contact EPA if they had questions about the results. Overall, 392 properties contain concentrations
of various contaminants higher than EPA’s Removal Management Levels (RMLs). RMLs are levels of concern or values used by EPA
to help determine if any future removal actions may be needed. A determination that a sample result is higher than a RML by itself
does not imply that an adverse health effects will occur.

ADDITIONAL SAMPLING

In response to concerns from residents about possible contamination in their vegetable gardens, in June 2013, EPA collected
several types of vegetables from six gardens in the neighborhoods and submitted them to an EPA laboratory for analysis. After the
results are reviewed by the EPA toxicologist the vegetable sample results will be mailed to the property owners and discussed at
the public meeting.

In mid-September 2013, EPA conducted additional soil sampling in 20 yards within the communities using a direct push
technology (DPT) drill rig. The DPT drill rig allowed EPA to collect soil columns from 1 to 10 feet below ground surface to help
determine if soils were native to the area or potentially brought in as fill. EPA is waiting for the analytical data results from the
DPT sampling event. However, visual evidence indicates that in most cases, the top 12 inches or so of soil were probably brought
onto the properties as fill dirt. Under the top 12-inch layer appeared to be native clays that do not appear to be affected by local
industrial activity.

ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES

On September 20, 2013, EPA mailed letters to potentially responsible parties (PRPs) notifying them of the sampling results and the
planned removal action, as well as their potential liability at the Site. These letters offered all identified PRPs an opportunity to (1)
conduct a time-critical removal at approximately 50 residences that exceed the higher risk levels and where children are present,
(2) to conduct the cleanup at the additional identified properties with higher contamination levels, and (3) meet with EPA to
discuss the Agency’s Site management plan. The letters also included a list of the PRPs identified at this time for the 35th Avenue
Site. EPA will discuss respective responsibilities with each of the PRPs.

SUMMARY OF ACCESS AGREEMENTS AND PROPERTIES SAMPLED

Number of properties in sampling area* 2,048

Number of properties sampled 1,099

Number of access agreements not received by neighborhood (Note: Numbers in parenthesis with V

are known vacant or empty lots in each neighborhood.) 860

Fairmont 166 (V 93)
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NEXT STEPS

The following are actions EPA is currently doing or will be doing in the near future.

«  Review evidence and investigation into additional PRPs.

«  Hold a public meeting to discuss sampling results and next steps (see box on Page 1).
«  Discuss sampling results with residents and answer questions.

«  Ensure the affected community and local, state and federal officials are well informed and provided opportunities to work
with the EPA on agency response activities.

«  Determine an appropriate and timely action for the 50 highest contaminated properties.

«  Continue to provide environmental education opportunities to help community members understand the risks associated
with exposure to identified pollutants in the area, as well as the regulations governing them. As part of that process, there will
be a series of meetings with the newly-formed North Birmingham Community Coalition (NBCC) focusing on the community’s
environmental issues.

«  Begin clean-up activities (likely excavating and disposing of contaminated soil, then backfill with clean soil and re-grassed).

OTHER ACTIVITY

EPA discovered high lead contamination on the ball field at Maclin Park during sampling in the Collegeville community. It is
believed that the lead contamination originated from a separate source and is not related to the local industrial activities. EPA
immediately notified the Birmingham Parks & Recreation Department. Birmingham quickly hired an environmental consultant to
excavate the lead-contaminated soil and prepare it for disposal.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


